HSBA
NEW HAMPSHIRE SCHOOL HOARDS ASSOCIATION
NHSBA Special Notice Regarding 2022 Legislative
Changes Requiring Prompt Attention
NHSBA is providing this special notice to apprise school boards and administrators of legislative
changes that will require board and administrator attention prior to the start of the 2022-2023 school
year. Each of the bills discussed in this notice, as well as all of the other legislative changes
impacting New Hampshire school districts will be more fully summarized in the 2022 NHSBA
Legislative Summary to be released in July 2022.

HB 1035 2022 N.H. Laws Ch. 55
-

Repealed notarization requirementfor immunization objection for religious reasons.

Bill Summary.
Prior to HB 1035, when a parent or legal guardian objected to immunizations because of
religious beliefs, the parent or legal guardian was required to sign a notarized form. HB 1035 has
removed the requirement that the form be notarized. The change takes effect on July 19, 2022.
Immediate Practice/Policy Impact.
NHSBA will revise sample policy JLCB later this summer to reflect the change (i.e., remove
and notarized” from section D.2). Notwithstanding whether a board is able to update its policy
before the start of the school year, districts should remove the notarization requirement from the
immunization forms prior to the start of the school year, and assure that staff responsible for
collecting the forms are informed of the change.
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HB 1244 2022 N.H. Laws Ch. 110
-

Parental consent requiredfor school medical or dental treatment, and oral health programs.

*

Bill Summary.
HB 1244 requires a child’s parent or legal guardian to provide explicit written consent for any (1)
medical or dental treatment provided in a school setting, or (2) school-based oral health program.
Unfortunately, HB 1244 does not define the operative terms, nor include specific exceptions
(e.g., first aid, emergency or other care school nurses provide on a daily basis). Despite the
lack of clarity in the language of the bill, legislative debate focused more on specific
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programs, whether internal or external for screenings and planned treatment, and not on what
would generally be considered emergency care, first aid, or ordinary nursing services.
Immediate Practice Impact.
The passage of HB 1244 increases the significance of clear, unambiguous consent forms
relating to school treatment and care of students within the school setting. NHSBA will
update/create a sample policy regarding parental consent to be sent out with our Fall Policy
Update. In the meantime, and although many districts may have forms, policies and procedures
that meet the new requirements, we strongly suggest that administrators work with their
school nurses as soon as possible to assure that enrollment and annual back-to-school forms
for the 2022-23 school year include opt-ins for a variety of different services/programs: e.g.,
first aid, emergency car eye nd other screenings ~
~.
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HB 1663 2022 N.H. Laws Ch. 131
-

Policy requiredfor non-public/home educated students’ access to District programming.

Bill Summary.
HB 1663 includes amendments to multiple statutes relating to home educated/charter/non-public
students (“non-public students”). Only one of the amendments could have an immediate impact,
and is the only one discussed here. The remaining changes will be addressed in the 2022 NHSBA
Legislative Summary.
Section 1 of HB 1663 (i.e., Laws 131:1) amends RSA 193:1-c to now require Boards to adopt a
policy regulating participating in curricular courses and co-curricular programs that is not more
restrictive for non-public students than it is for the district’s students. Previously, a specific
policy was optional under the statute.
Immediate Practice/Policy Impact.
Since 2002, RSA 193:1-c has required to allow non-public students access to district curricular
programs, and district co extra-curricular activities on the same terms and conditions as district
enrolled students. See also RSA 193-A:6, III (a).
Under the pre-2022 amended version of 193:1-c, school boards were permitted but not required
to adopt a policy reflecting this requirement. NHSBA’s sample policies IHBG (2021) and JJJ,
(2018) both classified in the current sample manual as “recommended” each reflect the
substantive requirement, and districts which have adopted either or both of the earlier samples
will be in compliance with the policy requirement. Although NHSBA will revise the two
samples in the Fall of 2022, the changes will be minor (more significant changes will be made to
the related administrative regulations IHBG-R, and JJA-R).
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For those districts which have not adopted the current NHSBA samples, NHSBA suggests
waiting to adopt the versions of IHBG and JJJ which NHSBA will release in Fall 2022.
However, as HB 1663 takes effect on August 21, 2022, Boards and administrators must take care
to assure that the substantive requirement/prohibition that access of non-public students have
access to district programming and activities shall be no more restrictive than for the district’s
enrolled students.
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Policy requiredfor non-public/home educated students’ access to District programming.

Bill Summary.
HB 1663 includes amendments to multiple statutes relating to home educated/charter non-public
students (“non-public students”). Only one of the amendments could have an immediate impact,
and is the only one discussed here. The remaining changes will be addressed in the 2022 NHSBA
Legislative Summary.
Section 1 of HB 1663 (i.e., Laws 13 1:1) amends RSA 193:1-c to now require Boards to adopt a
policy regulating participating in curricular courses and co-curricular programs that is not more
restrictive for non-public students than it is for the district’s students. Previously, a specific
policy was optional under the statute.
Immediate Practice/Policy Impact.
Since 2002, RSA 193:1-c has required to allow non-public students access to district curricular
programs, and district co extra-curricular activities on the same terms and conditions as district
enrolled students. See also RSA 193-A:6, III (a).
Under the pre-2022 amended version of 193: 1-c, school boards were permitted but not required
to adopt a policy reflecting this requirement. NHSBA’s sample policies IHBG (2021) and JJJ,
(2018) both classified in the current sample manual as “recommended” each reflect the
substantive requirement, and districts which have adopted either or both of the earlier samples
will be in compliance with the policy requirement. Although NHSBA will revise the two
samples in the Fall of 2022, the changes will be minor (more significant changes will be made to
the related administrative regulations IHBG-R, and JJA-R).
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For those districts which have not adopted the current NHSBA samples, NHSBA suggests
waiting to adopt the versions of IHBG and JJJ which NHSBA will release in Fall 2022.
However, as HB 1663 takes effect on August 21, 2022, Boards and administrators must take care
to assure that the substantive requirement/prohibition that access of non-public students have
access to district programming and activities shall be no more restrictive than for the district’s
enrolled students.
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